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Flowery Branch High School

6603 Spout Springs Road

Flowery Branch, GA 30542


March 1, 2010

Dear Parent or Guardian,

I am pleased to announce the Hall County Board of Education has approved Flowery Branch High School to engage in a pilot program for students to use their cell phones and other electronic devices (mp3 players, iPods, hand-held games, etc.) during non-instructional time during the school day beginning March 3, 2010.  With privileges come responsibilities, and there are rules that students must obey for the pilot to become Board-approved policy.  

This is only a pilot and may be rescinded by the Hall County Board of Education without notice.  Depending on how responsible the students are during the pilot, this may become policy for all high schools in the county.  

Appropriate usage is defined as being used only when the ID badge is properly displayed, being used during appropriate times, and being used in moral, ethical, and legal ways.

I. As per our agenda, the school is not responsible for electronic devices that are lost, stolen, or damaged.  Students should keep their property with them at all times.    

II. Appropriate times
Students may use these devices during non-instructional time, which includes:

· before school until the bell rings at 8:45
· when the class dismissal bell rings until the tardy bell rings to begin the next class (approximately six minutes)

· while a student is in the cafeteria during their lunch period (approximately twenty-five minutes)

· lunch usage was fully explained to students during a class meeting today

· after the dismissal bell rings at 3:45 to end the school day
Teachers are allowed to guide electronic usage in their classroom during instructional time.

Students leaving class with a pass during instructional times are not allowed to use electronic devices to or from their destination.

III. Appropriate uses include:
· talking on a cell phone 
· texting on a cell phone
· listening to music  
IV. Consequences will follow for inappropriate use of these devices:
· Law supercedes all Hall County and Flowery Branch High School rules. 
· Use of an electronic device is not an excuse for a tardy.
· Use without the ID badge displayed properly or use during inappropriate times will result in the device being collected and turned in to an administrator.

· Refusal to give the electronic device to faculty or staff will result in 1-3 days of ISS, and the parent must pick up the electronic device.

· 3rd offense will cause loss of privileges for a period from 30 days up to the end of the semester, at the administrator’s discretion.

· Seniors’ 3rd offense could terminate senior privileges. 

Again, it is my pleasure to bring this forth for our student body.  Please encourage the students to abide with the spirit of the rules and enjoy our very special privilege granted by the Hall County Board of Education.  
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