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And every student
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Learn,
Excel, and

Soar to excellence
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Would you like to see
your student’s grades at
anytime?

Parents can now view grades
online through Infinite Cam-
pus. If you have not already
received your access code,

please stop by the school
during school hours to get it!

Spencer Stover shows off his completed Arthro-
pod Collection for his 7th grade Advanced Con-
tent Science class.
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I would like to thank the staff, students and parents for the outstanding start to the
2007-08 school year. The hard work of the staff and students is obvious as the class-
rooms are filled with authentic student learning. The hallways are filled with the evi-
dence of such learning...quality student work.

As the year progresses, I would like to encourage parents to continue to be involved
in your child’s education. Continue to check agendas, assist with homework, and talk
to your child about what is going on at school. Additionally, encourage your child to
read each day. As we say to the students, “Reading makes you smarter.”

Finally, I would like to invite you to take an active role in our school by volunteering,
mentoring or serving through PTO. You are always welcome at Chestatee Middle
School. We value parents as our partners.

I look forward to the remainder of the school year. I count it an honor to be able to
work with your children and hold in high regard the trust you have placed in us.

With appreciation,
Suzanne Jarrard
Principal

From the Yearbook Staff . ..

Barmember & all with your |
i Gopy o B piarbeak, |

Order online at www.shop.jostens.com or call toll-
free 1-866-282-1516 or contact Mrs. Kell in the
media center at Chestatee Middle School.

Parents or Students:

Get your pictures in the yearbook! The Yearbook Staff invites students and par-
ents to submit photos for the yearbook. If you’ve got great photos of school and
community events or you and your friends just having fun, we’d like to see them.
Our photographers can’t be everywhere. Help us get as many photos as possible to
create a terrific book everyone will want to have.

Here is how you can submit photos online:
* Log on to: images.jostens.com
Enter Login ID: 1129122
Enter Your Password: eagles )
Browse to select the photo(s) you wish to upload.
Enter information about the photo and provide contact information in case the
staff needs additional information.
* Click "Save Details".

It’s that easy! Submit your photos today! The last day to submit photos is
4/10/2008. Y yourp Y Y P

Thank you, and enjoy the rest of the school year!
Mandy Briscoe, Yearbook Adviser, and the 2008 Yearbook Staff

The Yearbook Staff will review all photos and use them at their discretion.
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Classroom News

6th Grade

Science
uring August and half of September, our sixth graders
have been working on getting to know KING HENRY,
the metric system, and making accurate measurements
for length, mass, and volume. The students have and
will continue to experiment with the Scientific Method. Students
are applying their knowledge of metric measurement and the scien-
tific method by setting up their landfill experiments. Gifted and
advanced students have “wowed” Mrs. Forrest with the unit 1 pro-
jects by performing complicated experiments and evaluating re-
sources to draw conclusions. We will be working on our second
unit — Inside the Earth — until the third week in October. This unit
involves the layers of the Earth, Plate Tectonics, Volcanoes, and
Earthquakes. Then we will move into Unit 3 that covers Weather-
ing, Erosion, and Soil. We will end our geology units with Rocks
and Minerals. Students will be applying their knowledge in many
performance tasks and we will continue to stress reading and writ-
ing across the science curriculum.

We are overwhelmed with the generous support of our parents
in buying supplies for experiments and activities. We also appreci-
ate the encouragement of studying vocabulary and notes at home.
Thank you all for a wonderful start to the year.

Math

The sixth grade math curriculum is based
on the Georgia standards. We incorporate ac-
tivities and lessons from various sources, includ-
ing the Georgia Framework Units and our new
text, Math in Context. Students are engaged in
learning individually and cooperatively. Our
goal is that students will begin applying their
math skills and knowledge and gain an understanding of how math
affects their lives. We are looking forward to a great year.

Language Arts

The sixth graders have been working very hard in their lan-
guage arts classes using PowerPoint to create their autobiogra-
phy! Mrs. Kell led very detailed lessons in the computer lab and
then the students produced their own show. The teachers have been
quite impressed with all the hidden talents our students have. We
learned that some students can bend their arms in strange positions,
make their tongue look like clovers and do amazing tricks on tram-
polines.

Our next task involves fluency and writing a reader’s theater.
Students are practicing reciting poems for their classes using correct
phrasing, inflection and pronunciation. The writing of an up-to-date
fairy tale is coming up soon. Parents, please ask your child about
this. They are becoming very excited and want to share with you.®

7th Grade

Science
he 7" grade hallway has been invaded! For the last few
weeks, students have been collecting arthropods and have
worked diligently to identify and display their specimens.
Prepare to be amazed and -
come by one of the 7" grade science _
classrooms to explore our collections!
Reading Books in Science
In an effort to meet Georgia Per-
formance Standards, students are re-
quired to read a minimum of 25 grade-
level appropriate books or book equiva-
lents (approximately 1,000,000 words)
per year from a variety of subject disci- |
plines, CMS 7" graders are reading in
their science classes. Students can
currently choose to read science- Andrew Bamettis recording the
axonomy of his specimen using a
related books such as Code Orange by fieldguide.
Caroline Cooney, Phineas Gage: A
Gruesome but True Story About Brain Science by John Fleischman,
and California Blue by David Klass, among others. One student,
Aaron Metzdorf commented about reading Michael Crichton’s Ju-
rassic Park that he likes it “because of the fact that we may actually
be able to do what is in the book. I think that is really cool. As you
read along in the book, they talk about fractals and chaos theory and
how it predicted what would happen and you find out that it does

1>

happen. That’s cool!
Language Arts

Language Arts classes have begun a research unit that will be
completed this nine weeks.  The research paper is a skill that all
young people will find invaluable, as they go through middle and
high school and finally, on to college. This unit allows 7™ graders
to learn the research process and enjoy researching their interests in
the library and on the Internet. Each student is asked to produce at
least a 3 page research paper, complete with a works cited page, or
a brochure outlining their topic. Upon completion, students will be
given a chance to practice their listening/viewing skills as they pre-
sent their information to their peers. Among the topics students
may research are countries, states, famous athletes, politicians, or
medical issues in today’s society. We stress to the students that it is
very important that they are very interested in their topic, and due to
the in-depth research, it should be a topic that has an abundance of
resources describing it. Once they pick the topic, we immediately
go to the media center and our media specialist, Mrs. Kell, goes
over the MLA research process for books, magazines, and the Inter-
net. Please encourage diligent attendance and organization during
this unit, as well as a supply of index cards.®

8th Grade

academic classes, and their efforts have paid off. Every other Friday, students who have completed all

ighth grade students have had a great start to the school year. They have been working hard in their é Vai

assignments in each of their classes have been rewarded with time to socialize with their O’IOE
friends. Teachers have been pleased with the attention students have been giving to their work and =
hope that this incentive will encourage other students to improve their work habits.e
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Students of the Month for August

V‘ V e would like to congratulate Students of the Month for August. The teachers on each grade level select one boy and one girl
who exemplify the Chestatee model student, who is hardworking, dedicated, friendly, and a positive role model. These students were
treated to a limo ride to Papa’s Pizza and ice cream as a reward for their hard work.

e The 6™ grade students are Nataly Morales and Josh Green.
e For 7" grade, Holly Rogers and Aaron Metzdorf were selected.
e Representing the 8" grade are Patty Lawson and Armando Flores.

October 25, 2007

/ 8th Grade Hearing & Vision Screens
(all 8 graders will be screened)
) Please remember your glasses and/or contacts.
kkkdkdkhhkhkkhhkhhkhkkhhkhhkhhkkhkhhhkhhkhhkkhikhkk

November 13, 2005

7th & 8t Grade Scoliosis Screening

POWER Class Fun

student in Mrs. Lavallee’s POWER (Positive

Outcome While Enjoying Reading) class was

strapped to a backboard. No, he didn’t break

anything; he was just really getting into the

book they have been reading, Flight 116 Is Down. It is

about a plane crash in a remote area and the rescue effort
that ensues afterwards.

Mr. Lavallee, who is [

an EMT, brought in *

some of his equipment to ;

show them. He taught

them some basic first aid

and how to take care of a

patient with a suspected

www .boxtopsdeducation.com

Box Top FUNDRAISER

« Help the schoal by callecting Box Tops! !

. Maoney is used for general instructional supply money for schoal .
spinal injury, including . Deadlines: 1. Oct. 29 (has to be mailed by Oct. 31);
applying a cervical col- 2. Feb. 26 {must be mailed by Feb 28)

lar, gently rolling him onto a backboard and strapping him . A popcorn party ta the homeroom that collects the mast.
down. One of the students summed it up by saying, “I

think it would be a fun and exciting job!”’e

« School eams $.10 per top!!!

« There are coupans on the website for your parents to save some
money.

. 50 start collecting and get your friends and family to help you

. too,

« Parents are needed to help count the box tops.

Start Gollecting!
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hat is ? Throughout the school
day, students at Chestatee Middle School
concentrate on academic subjects—Language
Arts, Science, Math, and Social Studies. For

two 46-minute periods each day, students also enjoy the op-
portunity to explore other areas of interest. These include
Art, Band, Business Education, Chorus, Family & Consumer
Science (Home Economics), Foreign Language, Health,
Physical Education, Reading and Math Support, and Tech-
nology. Most Connections classes rotate each nine weeks.
Students in band and chorus are in those classes for the entire
year. Students may also take Spanish I or Computer Appli-
cations for the entire year and receive high school credit.

This year, there are four new teachers in Connections at
CMS: Natalie Gibson (Physical Education), Wanda Land
(Business Education), Dara Lavallee (Family & Consumer
Science), and Ryan Dupraw (Physical Education).

Business Education

The Chestatee Middle School Business Education De-
partment has been soaring to new heights this year. The
Chestatee Middle School Business Education Department
has adopted a logo, Soaring Eagle Enterprise.

Sixth grade students have been learning correct reaches
for letters and spacing for punctuation, Microsoft Word ba-
sics, the fundamental operations and concepts of the com-
puter, and Internet safety rules.

Seventh grade students have been learning PowerPoint;
their final project was “Georgia on My Mind” where they
learned new facts about Georgia. They are presently in a
desktop publishing simulation with Word and Publisher.

Eighth grade students have used database and spread-
sheet basics to tally the results of a pizza survey. Their find-
ings were “published” in their own newsletter. These stu-
dents have also played Monopoly and recorded their cash
transactions in a check register.

8™ Grade Computer Applications students are cur-
rently working on a word processing simulation. This year a
chapter of Future Business Leaders of America was started
with the students in this class. Co-curricular activities of the
FBLA are incorporated in all business courses. Future Busi-
—=m ness Leaders of America

This year a chapter of
-.‘__' Future Business Leaders of
America was started with the
students in the Computer
Applications class. Students

1st FBLA Meeting, 8/31/07

are encouraged to join and participate. Students are given the
opportunity to participate in community service projects such
as the canned food drive for the Salvation Army and the Hall
County March of Dimes. FBLA is the world’s largest youth
volunteer force for the March of Dimes as well as many
other regional and national nonprofit organizations. FBLA
students attend leadership conferences on the region and
state level.

With more than 14,000 FBLA members in middle
schools throughout the United States, FBLA is helping to
develop the competent and aggressive business leaders will
be soon running our businesses and community. Hopefully
more students will be included in FBLA next year as more
details can be worked out. For more FBLA information, go
to www.fbla-pbl.org.

Family and Consumer Science

These courses combine social science, including the
emphasis on the well-being of families, individuals and com-
munities, and natural science with its emphasis on nutrition
and textile science.

Real life skills are emphasized in Mrs. Lavallee’s Fam-
ily and Consumer Science classes. Students this year have
learned basic cooking skills by participating in quick bread
and yeast bread labs. They learned the science of baking and

the chemical properties of . —— "
ingredients. In the interior ' N
have designed their dream

room. They learned the

of paint and floor cover- -

ing they will need as well =3

as color schemes and cost .

of their chosen items. L

design class, students
|
math of figuring amounts E 4

The 8™ grade students have learned first hand about the
responsibility of caring for an infant. The students made and
cared for a “Flour Sack Baby” for one week. They celebrated
when the week was over with a baby shower.®




