
Chestatee Middle School � 2740 Fran Mar Drive � Gainesville, GA 30506 
(770) 297-6270 �  FAX (770) 297-6275 

MMMMISSIONISSIONISSIONISSION S S S STATEMENTTATEMENTTATEMENTTATEMENT    

EEEEachachachach    
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SSSSoar to excellenceoar to excellenceoar to excellenceoar to excellence    

    The Eagle Flier 

  
Wow!  It is hard to believe that the 2007-08 school year will soon come to a 
close.  Once again, I would like to take this time to thank you for the opportu-
nity to serve you and your family.  Truly, I have the best job in the world! 
 
The end of the school year marks the time for state-wide testing.  Students 
will soon demonstrate their knowledge on the CRCT.  Please help your child 
by encouraging him/her to practice tests online (www.georgiaoas.org), get 
plenty of rest the week of the test,   and to try his/her best during the test.  
With your help, I am convinced that we will have our best results yet! 
 
Finally, as we reflect on the year, I would like to ask you to visit our new 
website (www.hallco.org/cms), click on the survey icon, and give us feedback 
on how we might improve.  Your opinion matters! 
 
With respect, 
Suzanne Jarrard 
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 Congratulations, FBLA Winners 
  

T 
he CMS chapter of the Future Business Leaders of America celebrated Na-
tional FBLA Week during February 10-16.  Many activities were held.  The 
daily announcements contained slides about FBLA and our members’ names.  
Tuesday was Dress for Success Day where business attire was worn during 

the day at school.  Wednesday was Teacher Appreciation Day.  FBLA members hon-
ored their favorite faculty/staff person at CMS with a card and candy.  Thursday, 
which was Valentine’s Day, honored our members by giving them an ice cream treat 

during lunch.  Friday was Community Service Day where 
students collected change for the March of Dimes.  A total 
of $130.00 was collected for the March of Dimes. 
 The Middle Level FBLA State Leadership Conference 
was held on February 28 at the Macon Centreplex in 
Macon.  Shelby Ventura competed in Public Speaking and 
Computer Slideshow; Destiny Motes, Computer Slideshow; 
Breanna Massey, Desktop Publishing, and Taylor Lewis, 
Business Computation.  Congratulations to Shelby Ventura 
and Destiny Motes for winning 1st place in the Computer 
Slideshow competition for which they will be recognized 
on the national FBLA site and in their publication, Tomor-
row’s Business Leader.  Shelby also won 5th place in Pub-
lic Speaking.� 

CRCT  
Testing: 
April 16-25 

 

• Get a good night’s sleep. 

• Make sure to eat a healthy 
breakfast. 

• Arrive on time to school 
with two #2 pencils. 

FBLA  
Members  

at  
State  

Conference 

1st Place Computer Slideshow 

Check out our new and  
improved web site: 

 

www.hallco.org/cms 
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6th Grade Earth Science   

S ince winter break students have been studying the role of water on Earth. This unit included how wa-
ter is distributed on Earth, the water cycle, ocean com-
position and motion. Students completed stations con-
cerning tides, waves, and different types of currents. 
Our focus this spring is on Earth’s atmosphere, 
weather, and climate. This is just in time for stormy 
spring weather! Students will be encouraged to watch 
the weather reports and track our local weather.   
 We will finish this year with a unit on Astronomy. 
This will be topped off with a field trip in May to Ela-
chee where students will participate in the astronomy 
program.  Elachee Nature Center always does a great 
job presenting students with exciting, hands on activi-
ties. We encourage students to start reviewing notes 
from previous units to prepare for the CRCT tests com-
ing up in April.  The 6th grade science teachers (Mrs. 
Corn, Ms. McMillan, Mr. Lumia and Mrs. Forrest) want 
to thank our parents for all the support this year.� 

MathCounts 

F our of our 8th grade students went to the University 
of Georgia on February 22 to compete in Math-

Counts.  John McMullan, Samantha Fey, Sonia Alcan-
tar, and Kenny Herock spent the morning taking the 
various tests and then stopped by the Varsity for 
lunch.  Samantha Fey and John McMullan earned the 
right to go to the state competition at Zoo Atlanta on 
March 22.  Congratulations students!� 
 

CMS Contest Winners 

P lease congratulate our winners in the Hall County 
Optimist Essay Contest.  The contest was a 400-

500 word essay on “How My Choices Affect My Life.”  
Winners for CMS were Samantha Robbins, 2nd place, 
and Kaylynn Samples, 3rd place. 
 Students also participated in the Hall County 
Optimist Oratorical Contest.  Students gave a 4-5 
minute speech with the topic of “Why Me?”  Winners in 
the girls’ division were Kristen Miklas, 1st place; Paige 
Williams, 3rd; Lauren Purson, 4th; and Jasmyne 
Roberts, 5th.  Winners for the boys’ division were Alex 
Hall, 2nd; Matt Logan, 4th; and Cory Baer, 4th.  Other 
participants were Katie Arthur, Abigail Estrada, and 
Stormy Smith.� 

8th Graders Learn About Civil War 

E ighth grade students are working hard to complete 
their Civil War research papers.  Many days have 

been spent in the Media Center and computer labs doing 
research with both Language Arts and Social Studies 
teachers.  Students are finishing their final drafts.  The 
project will culminate with a Civil War reenactment on 
March 13.  They will experience authentic camps, weap-
ons, clothing and see a cannon fired.� 
 

CMS Field Day—May 2 

F riday, May 2, will be the CMS Field Day sponsored by 
the CMS PE Department. Field day t-shirts will 

be going on sale for $10 SOON!  If you would like to 
volunteer to help with field day, please contact Coach 
Gibson.  Thank you again for your support and enthusi-
asm for Chestatee Middle School’s Field Day.� 
 

Read Across America Day  

O n March 3rd, the students at CMS celebrated Read 
Across America Day. This event is sponsored by the 

National Education Association and coincides with Dr. 
Seuss’s birthday. It is a day to celebrated reading, and it is 
observed at schools and libraries all over the country. 
 Here at CMS, we had 27 guest readers come in to 
read to different classes. Readers ranged from commu-
nity leaders to high school students. Some read picture 
books, while others chose to do book talks with our stu-
dents. At the end of the day, the media center was 
crowded with students who wanted to check out the 
books that had been recommended! Students also partici-
pated in trivia contests on books and won door prizes for 

taking a Dr. Seuss quiz. 
 The day was a huge success. We can’t wait until next 
year!� 

 

O n March 13-14, the CMS 7th and 8th grade bands 
traveled to Banks County to perform in the Georgia 

Music Educators Association Large Group Performance 
Evaluation Festival.  They performed selecftions of 
concert music as well as sight-read new music for a panel 
of judges who gave them a rating based on their 
performances. 
 On April 3-7, the CMS 8th grade band will travel to 
Orlando, Florida, and perform in the All-Star Music 
Festival.  This festival is held at Islands of Adventure in 
Orlando.  Middle and high school bands from all over the 
United States will perform there.  In addition, these 
students will visit Universal Studios and Seal World while 
in Orlando. 
 Our bands students have worked very hard to prepare 
for these performances, so please wish them good luck as 
they continue to prepare for these challenging events.� 
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O n March 10 and 11, the Chestatee High School 
counselors came to talk with CMS 8th graders 

about the high school registration process and what to 
expect in high school. The students watched a short 
video put together by some of the high school students. 
The video explained the different courses available in 
the high school. This presentation took place in our 
cafeteria from 8:45-9:35. 
  On March 25 during connection time, CMS stu-
dents will walk up to the high school to learn more 
about high school life. They will take a tour of the 
school.  
 On March 25 at 7:00 p.m., Chestatee High School 
will host a parent night. All parents are encouraged to 
attend. 
  Students will receive their high school planning 
guides and high school registration form this month. 
The registration forms will be due to the students’ 
homeroom teacher no later than Wednesday, March 26 
The earlier they are turned in, the better!� 

C hestatee Middle School was well represented at 
this year’s All-State Chorus in Savannah, Geor-

gia.  The event was hosted by the Georgia Music Educa-
tor’s Association and was a great accomplishment and 
success for those students who attended.  The attending 
students were Lucas Bennett, Caitlyn Weaver, Emily 
Bauer, Cassie Eggers, Alicia Boss, Clark Wright, Claire 
Smith, Brooks Burnette, Jeremiah Reed, Joanna Bar-
row, and Aaron Phillips (see picture below).  Over a 
four-month period, these students made it through two 
rigorous auditions and prepared numerous musical 
selections.  As a result of all of their hard work, a won-
derful concert was presented on Saturday, February 23, 
at the Savannah Civic Center with thousands in atten-
dance.  Congratulations to all of these students on such 
a great accomplishment. 
 On April 5, the 8th Grade Chorus will participate in 
the Heritage Festival in Orlando, Florida.  This will be 
the 6th trip in as many years for the them.  Each year, 
our group competes with other choirs from throughout 
the nation, and each year our group does very well.  
This is a rewarding experience for the 8th Grade Choir 
members, and they create memories that will never be 
forgotten.  Good luck to this year’s 8th Grade Chorus at 
the 2008 Orlando Heritage Festival.� 

“Ochomania” 

R epresentatives from the 6th, 7th, and 8th grades 
squared off against an All-Star team of teachers, 

Team Ocho, in the first annual student-faculty dodge 
ball game on February 12 in the CMS gym.  Students 
entered their names into a draw-
ing, and those names pulled were 
given the opportunity to play 
against several members of the 
male faculty. Ocho proved to be too 
much for the students, posting a 
13-1 record over the 14 games 
played.   
 Team Ocho has enjoyed con-
tinued success in the Gainesville 
Parks and Recreation dodge ball 
league, with a victory in its first game against the 
league’s previous champion.  Team Ocho’s season cul-
minates April 19 at the Chick-fil-A Bowl Tournament at 
the Cobb Galleria Center.� 

Yearbooks for Sale! 
 
Who:   Everyone student at CMS 
What:   Yearbooks for sale for $40.00 
When:  Until we run out of books (so don’t delay!) 
Where:  In the library through Mrs. Kell 
Why:   To have a lasting keepsake of your middle 
   school years 

 *Buy yours today!* 



E ach 9-week grading period, the Connections teachers select students who exemplify good work and work ethics in 
their classes.  All classes rotate each nine weeks except Computer Applications and Spanish I (These are year-long 

courses where students receive high school credit.).  These students were rewarded with a party at the end of the period 
on March 13, 2008.  For the 3rd grading period, the following students were selected: 

 

Subject: Teacher 6
th 
Grade 7

th 
Grade 8

th 
Grade 

Art: 
Brittany Wade 

Kiera Banks Danielle Buhot Justine Lesage 

Band: 
Terry Sleister 

Alex Smith 
Jessica Anderson 

Mickey Timpone 
Jasmine Mendez 

Orlando Carbajal 
Veronica Soto 

Business Education: 
Wanda Land 

Chelsea Gittens 
Melanie Smith 
Nancy Benitez 
Alex Smith 

Emily Kemp 
Jasmyne Roberts 
Keelan Passmore 

Alex Nguyen 
Eduardo Guerrero-felix 

Aaron Sippy 
 

Computer Applications:  
Taylor Lewis 

Chorus: 
Eric Elliott 

Melanie Smith 
Wyatt Burgess 

Paige Williams 
Aaron Metzdorf 

Courtney Hall 
Garrett Bennett 

Family & Consumer  
Science: 
Dara Lavallee 

Celena Rhymer 
Adela Aleman 

Lindsey Alexander 
Tori Gee 

Dylan Gerth 
Kayla Gilleland 

Jason Peck 
Jacob Owen 

Rosalima Matias  
Elizabeth Fields 
Jessica Jeffers 
Sandra Cruz 

Caleb Motes 
Brandon Ruuska 
Janet Aguilar  
Samantha Fey 

  

Foreign Language: 
Sandy Broome 

Nancy Benitez 
Agustin Constantino 

Wesley Majors 
Blake Buffington 

  
  

Elisabeth Fields 
Bonnie Eckhardt 
David Jones 

  

Mechlin Eustis 
Peyton Chambliss 
Kourtney Buffington 

  
Spanish I: 

Melissa Reed 
Merle Manuel 

Health: 
Ron House 

Allison Whiddon 
Steven Ramirez  

La'Kiera Smith 
Luke Loggins  

Brenda Reyes 
Leah Jones  

Math: 
David King 

Moises Ponce 
Sadie Ramerez 

Leticia Ponce 
Yessica Luna 

Bittany Davenport 

Jenny Arthur 
Madison  Bazzell 

Omar Rizo 

Physical Education: 
Jason Chesser 

Megan Waldrep 
Dylan Gerth 
Erika Alcantar 

  

Emma Arzate 
Matthew Barnett 

  

Fernando Ibarra 
John Hatch 

Jessica Unzueta 
Guadalupe Loerna  

Physical Education: 
Ryan DuPraw 

Jordan Browning 
Stephen Mueller 

Edson Ramirez 
Erin Clifford 

Brian Summers 
Caleb Motes 

Physical Education: 
Natalie Gibson 

Jonathan Olvera-bravo 
Elizabeth Wiggins 

Daisy Yebra 
Matthew Overby  

Blakely Haff 
Eduardo Guerrero-felix  

Reading: 
Sherry Wooten 

Chastitie Gossitt 
Jose Martinez-cantero 

Andrew Boatwright 
Ty Ewing 

Jazmin Cruz 

Zack Campbell 
Sasha Black 

Reading: 
Tim Thompson 

Chelsea Cheek 
Jennifer Patino 

Laura Allen 
Martin Juarez 
Ruby Jaramillo 

Victor Cruz 
Jose Quintero 
 Antonio Mora 

Technology: 
Mark Rogers 

Johanna Ibarrra 
Nataley Morales 
Austin Truelove 

Brooke Odom 
Ashlyn Connell 
Holly Rogers 

Madison Bennett 
Kristen Minor 

To learn more about Connections classes, check out our new website! 


